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Explicit Statement of the Premise:

Security, protection of human life 
globally and locally 

in the short term and in the long term 
is the overarching political issue.



Four Security Hypotheses

 
1. Severe security problems exist
2. There are causes for these problems
3. Feasible solutions exist
4. There are ways to implement security for all
 

Ref. Buddha’s Four Noble Truths
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Powers to Achieve Security

 
• Stick power: security through superior might
• Deal power: security through cooperation
• Love power: security offered as a gift 
 

Ref: Kenneth Boulding
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1. Problems of the Present ‘Stick’ 
Based Security 

Imbalance between sword and shield technology
Non-zero risk of annihilation (Cuba, Able Archer)
The arms race (security due to difference in strength)
Immoral and illegal weapons of mass destruction
Terrorism caused by injustice of the stronger
Private military security corporations
Environmental consequences of war

 



Sword-Shield Asymmetry
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2. Causes of Stick Based Insecurity

• Ignorance of the great danger
• Social inertia, resistance to change paradigms
• Misguided notion of sovereignty
• Resource grabbing by the stronger nations
• The Military Industrial Complex profits from 

war
• Unfair distribution of wealth
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Quotes on Sovereignty
• “Sovereignty is the worse obstacle to the organization of peace ... The 

federal principle is the only way forward”. 
Lord Lothian, British parliamentarian

• “Unless some effective supranational government can be set up and 
brought quickly into action, the prospects of peace and human progress 
are dark and doubtful”.  
Winston Churchill 

• “As long as there are sovereign nations possessing great power, war is 
inevitable.” 
Albert Einstein 

• “Science has made unrestricted national sovereignty incompatible with 
human survival. The only possibilities are now world government or 
death”. 
Bertrand Russell, Philosopher
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3. Solution: 
Cooperation Based Security

• Partial cooperation in pacts and continental 
unions offers only internal security

• Global cooperation, i.e. supra-national 
governance with world wide legislation, 
jurisprudence and executive powers can 
remove the causes of insecurity and offer 
security for all 
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Global Governance Quotes
• “World government is not an "ultimate goal" but an immediate necessity. 

In fact, it has been overdue since 1914. The convulsions of the past 
decades are the clear symptoms of a dead and decaying political system”.  
- Emery Reves, The Anatomy of Peace

• “It will be just as easy for nations to get along in a republic of the world 
as it is for us to get along in the republic of the United States”  
- Harry S. Truman

• “The world no longer has a choice between force and law. If civilization is 
to survive, it must choose the rule of law”.  - Dwight D. Eisenhower

•  “There is no alternative to working together and using collective power to 
create a better world”.  
-  The UN Commission on Global Governance [1994] 
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4. How to Implement Cooperation 
Based Security for All

• Accept existing UN legislative and judiciary powers 
with minor changes 

• Make major changes in the structure of the UN 
Security Council for it to function as the urgently 
needed global executive power

• Abolish nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 
when security is credibly guaranteed by enforceable 
global law
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Conclusion
Stick based security today is immoral, illegal, 
and unrealistic as there is no defence against 
weapons of mass destruction
Cooperation based security is possible with 
some changes to existing global institutions
Security based on enforceable global law 
makes the abolition of nuclear weapons 
feasible                                   
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